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FPYHE preduatory pleasures of

the Kenya Drama Festival
having taken peonle's minds
off power volitics for the last
week, let us, now that it is
over, consider what other
values this year's festival might
be said (o have had.

The first, and immediate,
conclusion to be drawn from
the opinions of regular attend-
ers and from the remarks of
the adjudicator, Clifford Wil-
liams, is that this wyear's festi-
val was @& miserably feeble
marathon — and ought to be
the last of Its kind.

“This year has proved,” said
- Mr, Williams to me after it
@ A scene from the winning play. was all over, “that, after nine
years of festivals of this kind,
standards have not been raised

T N by bringing out expensive ad-
AWARDS judicators — much as we like
coming."

An  adjudicator, under the
present system, has only about
25 minutes’ direct contact with
sach’ group, during which time
he has to try 10 make as many
noints, offer as many hints, glve
as much verbal help as he can
cram Into so short & time, and
the consequence is that much
is left unsald, unalded and
undemonstrated, and actors
and producers get no chance
really to benefit, as they do not
have a chance to take in fully
all that is being explained to
them.

“They ought to rnk in com-
potitive festivals,” eaid Mr.
Williams; and he ll.'iﬂoﬂ
that, inatead, the adjudicator
should have the chance 1o work
WITH oach zroup for & couple
of days before any public show-
ing, giving all the help he can.

Failings

Then whep the time for ad-
Judication arrived he would be
in a better position to judge
more fairly, be more construc-

Roo, winner of the ® Eric Royston-Prince looking al the ‘ive in his criticism, and have
A ll.'l-fl-'j\' her .uun‘ﬂ]- vu.g"m Kenya Drama Festival Shield for the best o better understanding of the
Shadows." olay. 43 reql potentialities ‘and failings
of each company.

| “With a large entry, such as
|l there was this year, how can
an adjudicator be really fair?"
he asked me. “You have the
new ang inexperienced groups
side by side with the bigger
power-driven amateur com-
sanles — all unimown quanti-
ies (o an outside adjudicator
= and they follow each other

n quick succession. I
Putt them into o rather
nlse er of merit Is p com-

letely unreal process.

By
ROBERT BEAUMONT

Clifford Williams' case for
the complete revision of the
system of prize-grabbing drama
festivals in this murﬂ.;i ‘R'n
think, a very strong :
he neatly [iustrated how lack
of contact between adjudicator
and performers can deceive the
former.

He had praised fulsomely in
his publie adjudication from
stage the ensemble playing of
one group which had a large
cast and a mixed one. As he
put it: “I got carried away by
the excitement of seeing them
playing together so well, and
had really said- all I had to
say.”

8o, when it came lo the pri-
vats word, ho was just wonder-
ing how to enlarge on his
public remarks, when ha nolic-
ad how the zroup had arreng-
od Itselt to hear his pearls of
wisdom. On one side of him
was a solid mass of white faces,
and on the other a solid mass
of black.

So much, he thought, for my
extravagant remarks about
integration -and ensemble play-
ing! But the situation was
heightened by & pompous
remark from a white face,
which, indicating the black
group on the other side of him
asked: “Have you anv parti-
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This must be the last one!

Kenya Drama Festival
a ‘feeble marathon’

cular hints you could give
them? After all, they're very
new to {t"

The question was, undoubled-
Iy, well-intentioned: but i
helghtened the futility of com-
petitive drama festivals. It also
illustrated how amateur actors
can so often be more concern-
ed with the shortcomings of
others than with their own —
which helps to sccount for why
they cannot pénaasrl_y an;mi;a_te
the high-spee vice of visit-
ing adjudicators. For. o
Caesar’s wife, Caesar's wife
is mlways above suspicion!

The awards this vear wers:-

Winning Entry: Pullman Car
Hiawatha — The Railway
Players.

_robi Ci

City Plavers
Jnt.ﬂﬁ‘_.?_ﬁ_&b__ﬁﬂ e o
No_Fixe bode — airobi

T Plaverse— >

.Boal Producer: Eric Royston-
Prince for Pullman Car
Hiowatha — Rallway Players.

Best Decor: Davinda Lamba
— for The Stolen Prince —
Artists' Welfare Guild.

Best Up-counlry  Society:
Molo/Turi Arts Club — Lunch
Hour,

'Ilfha; prizes f;n- the best origi-
nal play and for the su;
porting  plavers w:’r‘:‘ ng;
awarded.
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:T-HE predatory pleasures of
the Kenya Drama Festival
having taken peovle’s minds
off power Dbolitics for the last
week, let us, now that it is
over, consider what other
values this year's festival might
be said to have had.

The first, and immediate,
conclusion to be drawn from
the opinions of regular attend-
ers and from the remarks of
the adjudicator, Clifford Wil-
liams, is that this year's festi-
val was a miserably feeble
marathon — and ought to be
the last of its kind.

“This year has proved,” saj
Mr. Williams to me after 13
was all over, “that, after nine
years of festivals of this kind,
stgndqrds have not been raised
lgy bringing out expensive ad-
judicators — much as we like
coming.”

An adjudicator, under the
present system, has only about
25 minutes’ direct contact with
each group, during which time
he__has to try to make as many
noints, offer as many hintis, give
as much verbal help as he can
cram into so short a time, and
the conseguence is that much
is left unsaid, unaided and
undemonstrated, and actors
and producers get no chance
~ really to benefit, as they do not

have a chance to take in fully
 all that is being explained to
them.

By 1
ROBERT BEAUMONT J

Clifford Williams' case for
the complete revision of the
system of prize-grabbing drama
festivals in this country is, I
think, a very strong one, And
he neatly illustrated how lack
of contact between adjudicator
and performers can deceive the
former.

He had praised fulsomely in
his public adjudication from the
stage the ensemble playing of
one group which hag a large
cast and a mixed one. As he
put it: “I got carried away by
the excitement of seeing them
playing together so well, and
had really said- all I had to
say."” \

80, when it came to the pri-
vate word, he was just wonder-
ing how to enlarge on his
public remarks, when he notic-
ed how the group had arrang-
ed itself to hear his pearis of
wisdom. On one side of him
was a solid mass of white faces,
and on the other a solid mass
of black.

So much, he thought, for my
extravagant remarks about
integration and ensemble play-
ing! But the situation was
heightened by a pompous
remark from a white face,
which, indicating the black
group on the other side of him
asked: ‘“Have you any parti-
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new to it."

undoubted-

The question was, ]
1y, wgll—intentiongd: but it
heightened the futility of com-
petitive drama festivals. It also
illustrated how amateur actors
can so often be more concern-
ed with the shortcomings of
others than with their own —
which helps to account for why
they cannot properly assimilate
the high-speed advice of visit-
ing adjudicators. F?r. to
Caesar's wife, Caesar’s wife
is always above suspicion!

The awards this year were:-

Winning Entry: Pullman Car

Hiawatha — The Railway
Players. ;

L o .!p
Men Witho! — Nai-.

_robi_City Players.
_Best Actor: Frank Price in
No Fixed Abode — airobi

City Players.

Best Producer: Eric Royston-
Prince for Pullman Car
Hiawatha — Railway Players.

Best Decor: Davinda Lamba
—  for The Stolen Prince —
Artists’ Welfare Guild.

Best Up-country Socisty:
Eolo/Turi Arts Club — Lunch
our. S

The prizes for the best origi-
nal play ang for the best sup-
porting nvplayers were not
awarded.

“They ought to in com-
petitive festivals,” said Mr.
Williams; and he suggested /

that, instead, the adjudicator
should have the chance to work
WITH each group for a couple
of days before any public show-
ing, giving all the help he can.
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_ Then when the time for ad-
judication arrived he would be
in a better position to judge
more fairly, be more construc-
‘ive in his criticism, and hav
a better understanding of the
real potentialities and failings
of e,gc{h company. &
‘Wﬁfha large entry, such as
there was this year, how can
adjudicator be really fair?”
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