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EAST AFRICA THEATRE GUILD NOTES

The Festival

The East Africa Theatre Guild first started the Drama

Pestival in 1953 and

it has become an annual event since then

The Festival could be said to have been the brain-child of Peter
Allnutt of the British Council, who personally did a great deal
to encourage Drama in Kenya, particularly with up-country

societies.

The first Festival in 1953 saw an entry of 9 glays and was

adjudicated by a local panel comprising Mr. Mor

en Hall, Mrs.

J. Forgan and Dr. Meiklejohn, Since then the adjudicators have

been as follows:

1954
1955
1956
1857
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962

Much has been
subject of adjudicat

— Charles Thomas

— Stanley Hildebrandt
Andre Van Gyseghem
Norman Marshall
Norman Marshall
Benn Levy

Clifford Williams
Peter Carpenter
Clifford Williams

0 A

said by audience and players alike on the

ors, but it is clear from the above list that

the' Kenya Drama Festival has been adjudicated in the past by
several very eminent men of the Theatre, well qualified to judge

our local efforis.

From 1
e z:ou?eug?? Itr?t 1961 she represented the United Kingdom oD
- Mernational Amateyy Theatre Association at the

This year we are proud to have
with us our first woman adjudica-
tor, Miss Frances Mackenzie, M.A.
(Oxen), who was the Principal of
the British Drama League Training
Department from 1939 to 1962. So
perhaps she is the most experi-
enced adjudicator we have had in
the last nine years of the Kenya
Drama Festival

She is on the Council and is 2
Founder Member of the Guild of
Drama Adjudicators and a Mem-
ber and Examiner of the Drama
Board. Added to this, she is an
Examiner of the London Univer-

sity Institute of Education (Speech
and Drama)_ (

{-Ie;gue, Pgrisdantc_l M%naco. From 1962 to 1963 she has been a
utor on Production Courses for professional i
Literary Institute in London. £ e A

In 1946 Miss Mackenzie visited Malta to adjudicate and
lecture at the invilation of the Royal Navy.

In 1954 she made a tour of New Zealand, Australia and
Ceylon, lecturing and giving training courses.

Apart from her great interest in the Amateur Stage, Miss
Mackenzie has had much professional experience. She has acted
on the West End Stage with the late Sir Nigel Playfair and has
played in repertory and on tour. She has broadcast for the
B.B.C. on sound and on television.

She is the author of several books and plays, including “The
Amateur Actor”, “Approach to Theatre” “Flatform Six" and
“Little Plays of Pigwiggen."

With such all-round experience and interesi in matiers
theatrical Miss Mackenzie’s visit should be a high-light in our
many years of Drama Festival.

What is a Festival?

a5t i r i ‘formance
The Festival is a contest for one-act plays in per ;
and it has been established to provide for amateurs an ﬁ:ﬁgaﬁrg
tunity to measure the standard of their work and leanil g o
improve it; to see the work of other compaiies anil ein' S
constructive criticism of an experienced judge; fo p ayase o
conditions before a different audience. In fact, ;otmcr:_ Al
experience and knowledge of the theatre, an &egaﬁistanCE
recognition of their efforts. _It;off_ers_:tq. ;aqd;letr;cesthe s
of an expert judge in assessing and apprecia ing the ¢
see upon the stage.

Extracts from the Rules. ey L

2 smpany taking part must consist wholly of member
;i a Ehiﬁgﬁ(::loémé‘:ﬂﬂ{ .‘am'a'te%ir society which has a regular existence
apart from the Festival



—

2 The dramatic work offered by any entrant must he:—

FESTIVAL AWARDS

} A complete play, of
(a P 1. The Kenya Drama Festival Challenge Shield for ¢

: that provides the winnin t i @

(b) An extract {rom a longer play. ](JNO'I;E:}:.hls extract Monnas § Enify, puesented by Mr. A A.
should be intelligible to a member of the audience ’ ; o : "
who has not seen the play from which it is taken.) ]lggg g;ﬁg:: — ?E_B?#Iway i

* 2. The Kenya Drama Festival Figurine for the best individual

3. No entry may exceed the time of forty five minutes in per- erformance an actress in the Festival presented by th
formance, including any time spent in changing a scene in the R{[olofruri A::)e;teur' Dramatic Society. e
course of that performance (but not including the 12 minutes 1962 Winner — Nancy Roe, Nairobi City Players
allowed for setting and the 6 minutes for striking the whole pro- 1 1963 Winner — ... .. i

duction). No entry may be less than 20 minutes in length. 3. The Kenya Dranis Festival I-i;“n\rlmf;;.thel bén individua]
performance by an actor in the Festival presented by [ E.

4 The adjudicator will deliver a public adjudication on each Nathoo, Esq., and H. E. Nathoo, Esq., ma.z.
play appearing at the Festival Her duty is to provide construe- 1862 Winner — Frank Price, Nairob: City Players
tve criticism which will help both the companies and the 1963 Winner — ... ... T
Rt 4. The Kenya Drama Festival Cup for the best decor presented
i by Miss Leslie Crease. ; IS,
5 The adjudicator will mark according to the following 1962 Winner — Davinder Lamba, Artists' Welfare
system‘— Guild
1963 Winner — .. . ...
] Acting 40 5. Producer's Trophyhprese?telc'lml‘)y' Barbara and Peter Flem-
i ) ing, Awarded to the best producer.
Pmdllt‘hifm 50 a8 “?962 Winner — E‘gicR.Prinee,'I’he Railway Players
Stage Presentation 10 bpeee DL T i T e
Choice of Play 10 . . Vinner — ........i asrdai
: t Supporting Players' Trophies presented by Mr. John
Dramatic Achievement 10 6. gg’;;gh Awi:fﬂed_ 3; the best supp%;ﬁng actress and best
supporting actor.
100 1962 Not awarded
— 1963 Winners — ..oooooeninens
6. While entrants should : ; 3 i Ire am Awarded for the
. guard against allowing their ambition 7. The East Afriea Theatre Guild !
oo outrug. their ability, they should realise tl;];% credit will be best original play written by a Member of a Constituent

8en o experimentq] - £y the y and entered in the Kenya Drama Festival which,
technigue angd stagecraft‘,mrk % the. cholce [of ‘e (orme Sok isnoctjggosﬁflon of the Adjudicator, merited such an award.

1962 Not awarded

7. The aim of (he TFestj i 1963 WIRNET — .oioioninmnmnnmmrnrsssmsntamestoroms
clément | et val is to encourage the progressive - + Soclety Award ted by Mr. and Mrs,
ncm:ﬂr:ngxlg' ;ﬁamﬁ'ﬂr Theatre, “and the gadjudﬁ:awr will Lo Un'-m::gd toas Ak!t? "oim: the Nairobi County
10 the treatment gang s for the greater endeavour necessary 2 Hom, AKE ter" ob! the highest marks.
Piece of theatr Atl‘-‘é_fesemanon of & mare difficult or original Council Faﬂmw&ur- — Molo/Turi Arts Club
t{:m uoless an ariging] mii“his”““ I“ e rememberaét l 15’% WIRDAR — Locvioicissmisocsimaeres
&l it is o m ; 1963 W
1L is original canney ou!weightefl; g}ioltts:t::r;llt-lgz i I NEW AWARD e i
- = . el 50 play In the Festi
: 9. The Audience Award. For the best piay ' w, Oui L
. ). Nui'“ii:’ms the highest votes }E&, the season
al nee. fabye v b
e e 1 8 blank pagy ¢ f ' i mwwr;um“ this year by the
Programme ) O Your own notes at {he back 0 Replicas for the winners have BEER TEEE

“‘-’— )
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KING SIZE COCA-COLA

WHEN YOU INVEST :

£661

~ AND BUY THIS

YOUR RETURNS ARE:

1000’s

OF ECONOMICAL MILES

!s ‘ ... HAVE YOU TRIED THE NEW ANGLIA ?

COCAOLATE SpARE! - MUCHES, HATED

B’D‘“Eﬂ under -C Com. any h’
a.uthoril il
¥ of fhe Coea la D

ting Company of Nairobi




SATURDAY, 12th OCTORER

NAIROBI CITY PLAYERS

present
“THE RESOUNDING TINKLE”
by N. F. Simpson

Suits every mood— CAST
it’s the flavour and filter

Middie Paradock . . . . . DOROTHY PATIENCE
Bro. Paradock . . . . . . BRYAN EPSOM
Unele Ted . . . . . . . PAMELA BULL

Produced by DENIS PATIENCE

The action of the play passes during an evening in the
living room of the Paradock’s suburban house.

Time: The present.




I

SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER

THE RAILWAY PLAYERS, NAIROBI

present

“THE ROPE”
by Eugene O'Neill

Mary Sweeney, their child . LINDA MITCHELL
Luke Bentley, Abe's son by a

second marriage ., . . TOM LAVELLE
Produced by BETTY BROCK

Set designed and constructed by

Jim Stone, Harry Mayhew and Sandra Bird,

TUESDAY, 15th OCTOBER

NAIROBI AFRICAN DRAMATIC SOCIETY

presents
i D AWN ”
by Percival Wild

CAST CAST
Abraham Bentley . . . . MAC SPENCE Molly -« + « - . . . ELIZABETH MUMBI
Annie, his daughter ., . . . IRENE POWLESLAND The Doctor . . . . . . . EDWARD KAJUMO
Pat Sweeney, Annie's husband ALAN A. SMITH Diclc . JOHN KITCHWEN

Maggie v+ . « 4« . . . BETTY W. ALEXANDER

Sets designed by T. MODDIE

Produced by DAVID MAKIO







THURSDAY, 17th OCTOBER

THE NAIROBI ARTS THEATRE

Richard Dixon
Lucy Ezzard
David Ezzard
Mary Hendry
Mrs. Hendry

presents
“THE RECCO "
A PLAY IN ONE ACT

by Falkland L, Cary

CAST
ROBERT NEIL
CLARE REYNOLDS
, RONALD BLACK
. . . JENNIFER ANDERSON
MERYL EVANS

Decor MERYL EVANS

Produced by ROBERT BUTLER

Scene: An inn somewhere on the Isle of Wight at 9 p.m.

on an evening in October

Time: The present
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