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"5teppin6 Out" is tremendous fun! Thls lighthearted comedy presented by Clty
Players at the National Theatre unt11 16th June is dlrected by Gery Tebbutt

wi.th the confldent touch of the professional. He 1s a dlrector 1n whorn Nairobl
audlences can have every coniidence after hls success in previous years wlth

"How to Succeed 1n Business Without Really Trylng" (1988) and "Godspe11" (1989),

both for Clty Players.

"stepping out" is best described as a comedy wlth muslc. There are no songs

plenty of opportunity for the llvely cast to show their terpsichorian skills
lack of tnern !t.

The story 1s simple. A group of aspirlng amateur tap-dancers meet weekly in a

local ha11, For at least one it is a compulsion, she 1s hooked, The situation
where one steps into another norld for one hour a week wlthout the need to
project oneself more than one wishes w111 be faniliar to any who have attended
nlght-clesses 1n the anonimity of a iarge clty, Into the happlly humdrum group
comes newcomer Vera. Previous to her arrlval they \dere Just there. accepting
each other at face value, naklng' no demands.Vera, the archetypal ',do-gooder',,
smu61y self-satisfledrattempts to improve the lot of those around her,

She 1s in direct contrast to the abrasive Maxlne, gauche Andy, nervous Dorothy,

loudly vu16ar' Sy1via and cynical Rose. Urlth Lynne, who is awfttlJy nice but

rather colourless and the hapless single male member these nake up the class

which 1s Ied by Mavis, played with a nice ed6e of rrreary professionalism by

"lmported star" Jenny Lo6an.

The comedy colnes mainly from the exchange of sma11 talk about thelr ordlnary
everyday world and they become very real people. Ue never meet but we get to
know the du1l husband, the brash teen-age son, the lonellness and the heartache

that are part of their lives and warm to the good humoured acceptance of this
and each other. It 1s to thelr credlt that each player stays totally in character

throughout so that the audlence can fu1ly ldenttfy wlth them.
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The prospect of taklng part in a Charity Concert steps up the actlon. Tempers
begln to fray, personali.ties become nore dlstlnct and more demandlng. We

angulsh wlth them and there was an audible. si6h of rellef from the audience
when they nearly got 1t right at the Dress Rehearsal.

Jenny Logan as Mavis holds her Broup together wlth forceful energy, She

mana$es to convey both world wearlness and hopeful optimlsm in turn wlth tot,al
conviction, She is, as she says in character "one step ahead of the class",

Vera is played by Ruth Sherwin, last seen at Braeburn Theatre as Helena in "A
Midsummer Ni6ht's Dream". She brings to the role both grace and a cloying,
simpering innocence central to much of the humour in the p1ay,

Lesley-Anne McGuiness who plays Maxine has a

beautlfulLy and has a fine sense of comedy, It
appeared to Nalrobi audlences only once before

the six years since leavlng Morobasa,

strong stage presence. She moves

is hard to believe that she has

(as J111 in "Mother Goose',) in

Together with Vera they are splendid foil for the understated performance of
Eleanor Stevens as Andy, whose lack of confidence 1s perhaps only natched by

the dlffidently clumsy Ceoff played with sensltlvlty by lan Barton. Both these
players have deli8hted audlences many times before ln Nairobl.

It is almost lnvidious to sin6'Ie out any one of this lovable team, all
contrlbute so well to the enjoyment of the evenlng, But all are nearly upstaged

by Liendy Penrose as Mrs Fraser, the cantankerous planist for the rehearsals,
Wendy who has appeared nany tlmes for NCP and for Phoenix and Lavlngton
Players ls a versatlle artiste who now turns ln a wonderfully comlc character
portrayal which rlghtly drew the loudest applause at thls parttcular
performance,

Clty Players' pol1cy of lmportlng professlonals from the U.K. may indeed pay

dlvldends ln the confldence that Nalrobl audlences have that the h16h standards
the Players achleve w111 be malntained. But after a show ltke thls, where each

member of the cast plays their part so well we are left amazed at the wealth of
talent we have 1n thls c1ty.


