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The Nairobi City Players

The Nairobi Music Society

Proudly Present

THE GONDOLIERS

THE KING OF BARATARIA
by

W.S. Gilbert and Arthrrr Sullivan

Directed by

Benny Goodman

Musical Director

Anne Malcolm-Green

at

The Kenya National Theahe

From 29th June to 7th July 1984
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Africa's most attractive gaming rooms, where
you can play Roulette, Blackjack, the Slot
Machines or Chemin de fer.

For table reservations in the restaurant please ca1l744477.
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dinner, dancing and international
cabaret shows, plus gaming in one of
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Gilbert and Sullivan
lflfm fourteen comic operas created by librettist William S. Giiberi and composer Arthur Su]livan were among
I ihe hallmarks of the late Victorian era. The G&S partnership began with I.&espr's in lB71 and ended with The

Grond Duke in 1896. Most ol their operas - Tnol by Jury, Pinafore, Pirotes ol Penzance, The Mikodo, Yeomen of the
Guod, and so on - took the English-speaking world by storm. L&e Mikodo, for example, had a first run oI 672
per{ormances in L,ondon, beginning in March 1885, and in August began a 25O-per{ormance run in New York. Trhe

Gondoliers, opening on December 7th, 1889, had a first run of 554 per{ormances. Audiences deliqhied in Gilbert's
topsy-hrrvy sihrations, in his wittily rhymed and beguilingly rhythmic verses, with their deft insertions ol social and
politlcal satire, apd in the egually bequilinq music to which Sullivan set them, often parodyrng the works o{ Verdi and
Rossini.

Gilbert (1836-1911) and Sullivan (1842-1900)were both Londoners and had both begun to make their markinthe
theatre belore 1871. From 1861 Gilbed had regularly contributed sketches and wltty verses lo Fun magazine. In
1866 his first stage work - a burlesque o{ a Donizetli operd - was accepted and he gdve up his unsuccess{ul law
practice. Sullivan was a musical plndigy; his first lmportant work was published when he was only nineteen and in
1867 he composed his first comic opera.

The fourteen G&S operas are generally known as the Savoy Operas because, beginnin g with Patience in 1881, they
were per{ormed at the Savoy Theatre, London, new}y constructed {or the impresario RichanC d'Oyley Carte, who had
persuaded Glbert and Sulhvan to collaborate on a second opera, Triol by Jury, in lB75 and thereafter held them
together despite their often stormy relationship (porh'ayed so well in Sovoy Knights, presented by the Nairobi City
Players in ]9BI).

An interesting sidelight to The Gondohers is that as a baby Wll1iam Gilbert was stolen from his nurse during a {amily
holiday in Italy and had to be ransomed for f25.
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The Story of the Gondoliers
II I.UOSI twenty years beiore the scenes enacted, the old King oi Baratarla had had his baby son mamed to

JIL C..iiaa, the bafv daughter oi the Duke ol Plaza-Toro, a grand& o{ Spain. Whlle the prince was still a baby ihe
old klnq suddenly became a lanatical Wesleyan Methodist and converted his entire cout't to that protestant {aith. The
Grand inquisitor, Don Alhambra del Bolero, not wishing the fuhrre king to {ollow Lris heretical path, had the baby
prince stolen and brouqht to Venice, where he placed him in the care o{ a gondolier named Palmieri, to be brought
up with the gondoliers own son. Unforiunately, the gondolier, now dead, lived in such an alcoholic haze that he
never could remember which son was really the pnnce.

A {orh-riqht be{ore Act One begins, the Methodist king and his Wesleyan ministers have been killed in an
insurection. Therefore, the Duke of Plaza-Toro has set sail for Venice to ]eam from the Grand Inguisitor the
whereabouts o{ the new King of Barataria, so that hls daughter may claim her righfiul position as the new Queen. This
is rather important to the Duke, as he is in financial dlfliculiies and has had to hlm hrmseU rnto a limited company and
issue shares to kdep afloat. Casilda, however, is most unhappy at the prospect of reunion with her unknown husband,
being in love with the Duke's dnrmmer, Luiz.

Soon after the curtatn rises, the Palmlen 'brothers', Marco and Gruseppe, mdry iwo beauilful Venetians - and then
leam that one o{ them is the King of Baratana, who is already married to Casilda and is thus a bigamistl The Grand
Inquisitor has summoned Inez, the baby prlnce's loster mother, {rom Spain to identfy the true kmg. Untl her amval,
Marco and Giuseppe reign as one king, very democratically, on the Island o{ Baratana.
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The Director - Benny Goodman

ENI{Y is affectionately reganded as the 'Resident Genius'oI
the Nairobi City Players. He has done aimost everything ln

theake and, since coming to Kenya ln 1950, mostiy for them.
Benny the actor has played memorably The Cowardly Lion ln
The Wizard o/ Oz, Nicely'Nicely Johnson in Guys and Dolls,
Sancho Panza inMan ol Lo Moncho, and Fagin in Oliver.InThe
Fantostics he played The Girl's Father in 1977 and Henry, the oid
actor, in 1982, and directed both productions. last July he
directed Hoppy os o SondboEr and played various roles in it.

Among other City Piayers shows directed by Benny: Kss Me
Kate, The Reo) Inspector Hound, The Pirotes o{ Penzance and
H.M.S. Pinafore. He has designed the sets {or many shows; in that
regarC he remembers best My Fatr Lody - it required eieven
setsl Benny has aiso been Lghting Designer and Operator for the
City Players ancl other groups, doing outstanding work on
Godspell, The Kng ond I, Cklu&omo and Sjde by Side by
Sondheim! He was to play Niceiy-Niceiy Johnson again in the
1979 production of Guys and Do1ls, but instead was flown to
london {or open heart surgery; he bounced back in time to be
Liqhtinq Operator for that show helpful {riends pushlng him up
ladders. In real liIe Benny ls a director o{ Data Cenh'e Ltd. If he isn't
slaving over a hot computer he can be seen resting in the shade
ol the tomato plant growrng in hls office. Benny's wiie Brenda and
iheir two children share his infecflous enthusiasm Ior all things
theahical.

The Musical Director - Anne Malcolm'Green

ROWING up in Zimbabwe, Anne showed early promise as

a pianist and singer. She won a scholarslup to the Royal
Coliege o{ Music, London, and while there continued to perform
in numerous reciials and operatic produchons. (lt was whlle
singing n lolanthe, produced by ihe shrdents o{ the Imperial
Colleqe o{ Science, that she met her husband, Ro1lo, the
Production Chairman lor The Gondoliers.) In 1969 Anne was
chosen to sing in a speclal memorlal rendering oi Verdi's
Req uiem Moss, conducted by Sir John Barbirolii. Anne and Rollo
came to Kenya in 1974. Since then Anne's glorious conbalto
volce has been heard in virtually all the major oratorios presented
by the Nairobi Music Societv. In 1983 she was the one resident
soloist in Verdi's Requiem Moss. She has sung major roles in
al] the Music Societys recent operas - Cormen, Ihe Bofiercd
Bride The Beggols Ope* andD;do and Aeneos. Anne has also
conducted for the Music Society - most recently a hio ol works
by Vivaldi, Mendelssohn and Vaughan Williams. Every year she
dlrccts her Loreto Convent Valley Road students in a musical
production; this year it was the very popularHon sel ond Grctel, at
the Naiional Theatre,
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fInrugOPHEn FLTRNISS (Ihe Duke) has tausht in Ensland and
l:/) Jamalca and came to Kenya in 1980 to ieach at Nakuru Hiqh School.
lMhile there he appeared in four Nakuru Playgroup Theatre productions,

among +hem Death of a Solesman and Sor/or Beware! Since moving to
Nairo6i Chris has been a member ol the chorus in several Nairobi Music
Soclety oratorios. He now teaches at Brookhouse School, where he

produced Oliver in 1983. He has spent the pasi month directing-Brookhouses 
122 sh:dents in rehearsals oIThe Jungle Book, {or which he

wr:te the dialogue.

i l,',.., ' r .;l:,i'.:..:,,i:.1' 1r.r:"r1;-' r

El OSgUnnY GARDNER (The Duchess)has alwavs iived in Ker.rva,

fL apart from school in England, and has appeared in countless roles

here - she refi-rses even to attempt Jo remember them a1i She was ihe
Duchess in the Ndirobi Music Society production oi The Gondoljers several
years aqo and she's also appeared in The Pirotes of Penzonce and hvo or
three times tn The Yeomen of the Guard.Mosi recentiy she was the Witqh ln
the Loreto Convent Vailey Road production of .Flonsel and Gretel - arale
she played in 1971 opposite Pat Eames' Hansel. Rosemary has also-acted in
sh'aight-p1ays, such as The Theatre Group's $-'porote Tobles in i9B^2, and
sne is trequlntly a rnei:rber o{ a g'uai:et o: oner enser-lble in lrluslc Scciel'
conceds.

d eneg SHELTON (Casildd) came here fiom London with her
P husband, Paul (ihe Nairobi City Players'heasurer), inl932, havins
vrh:ally never asted. Her stage appearances began last July with 'bits and
bobs' in the City Players' Hoppy as a Sqndbag. In March she was *ie
tempesfuous Clare Norman in TheTheabe Group's Muderwith love and
in recent weeks she has luggled rehearsals for The Gondoliers with her role

as the daughter-in-Iaw in the Phoenix Players' Childrcn.

f{rmrgop}IEB coLI[NHo (Luiz) has appeared in The

\, Gondo,/r'ers once belore - at ihe age of nine at St Mary's Schoo}, in
1973. since then he has had solo parts in Glbert and suliivans 7he

Mikado and. The Pirotes ol Penzqnce, also at Si. Marys, and has appeared in
the Nairobi Crty Players' The Kng ondland Guys ond Dolls.ln 1982 he
staryed in the Kenya Music Festivai; competing in ihe classes forthose over
eighteen years o{ aqe,he won three first prizes - in the tenor, {olksong and
oratorio classes.



TOHW KEMPSEII (Marco) appeared in the Nairobi Music Society's
J Triol by luy soon after his arrival here in 1972 and severai more Gilbert
and Sullivan roles foilowed. In 1981 he played A.S. Sullivan himseli in the
Nairobi Gty Players' Sovoy Knighfs. His most recent NCP appedmces was
in last luly, in Hrppy os a Sondbog, in which his wife, Rosemary, also
played. Meanwhile, he has been chairman o{ the Music Society and has
sung in countjess oratorios, oJten as ihe tenor soioist. This is probably John's
last stage role in Nalrobi; he is to refum to london at the end of this year.

trFmnWOR STEVENS (Granetta) besan sinsins as a ch1ld with The
Ll httle Dublin Srngers'. Wlule at college she joined a grcup ol lriends
io sing in {olk clubs around Dublin. Eleanor came to Kenya in 1972 but
soon moved to Dar es Salaam, where she appeared in many plays and
musicals, including No Sex Please, We're British and My Fair lody. Since
moving back to Nairobi in 1979, Eleanor has appeared ln several variety
shows in town and up country, lnciuding the 1983 Nairobi Varlety Show.
Every {orirright she sings wrth the 'Hootenanny' folk group. In December
she appeared in fie Phoenix Players',iosep.h ond The Amaztng Technicolor
Dreomcoat.

QfEfffnnf CHOVIJNS (Giuseppe) has no theahlcal bioqraphy -lrJ apart hom appeanng as the iemale 'Babe ln the Wood'in a Boy Scouts
pantomlme. But he has been a member ol the Nairobi Music Society
chorus {or several oratorios since moving to Nalrobl fi'orn the culh:ral
backwater of Mumias in January last year. This will be his first and last
appearance on the Nairobi stage, as he and his famiiy wil rehrrntotheU.K.
in August.

f)emtO* EAIIIES (iessar iirsr appearecion srage ar rhe age or ren in
I llunnpty Dumpty,ln Zimbabwe later, ln London, she appeared often
in college and repertory compdny productions. Pat came to Nairobi ln
1971 and within six weeks was playing Sandie ln The Theatre Group's 7fre
Prime o{ Miss Jeon Brcdie and Hansel in the Nalrobi Music Society'sHonsel
ond Grctel. Other stamnq roles in Theahe Group productons {ollowed, ior
example inThe Drcam andHedoo Gobler, both directed by herhusband,
-Tohn. Pat is head o{ the Art Deparknent at Banda School and has been
heavily involved ln theahical prcxJuctlons there - as assistant director,
choreographer, coshrme desigrner, set designer and make-up artistl.iH\IY
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SftTBA SECURITY UMTTTD
CHEPKERIO ROAD
OFF LUSAKA ROAD
INDUSTRIAL AREA, NAIROBI.

P.O. Box '14631

NAIROBI, KENYA
TETEPHONE: 558294

55851 6

FOR SECURITY COVER ON II\iDUSTRIAL,

COM}fERCIAL AI{D PRIVATE PREMISES.

WE PROVIDE SECURITY CUARDS

()UR (-()MPANY IS ( L)N( IITNEI) \,\ITH PROVIDIN(; (;UARt)S iWITH A I-ITTLE
(]ASH CARRYING F()R THOSE ( I.IENTS WH() HAVE THE NEEI)),

WE ARE N()T INVESI'I(IAT()RS. AI.ARM lNSTALLERS. DOC HANDLERS PARCEI

TRANSP()RTERS. t)EBT (-()t-LECT()I{S. PR()CESS SERVERS ET AL.

WE CAN. HOWEVER. ALS() ()FFER AI)VICE ()N SECURITY MATTERS BASED ON

PERS()NAI- PRA(]TICAL , EXPERIENCE. THIS EXPERIENCE IN THE SECURITY

CUARDS FIELD IS UNSURPASSEI) IN NAIRoBI. COVERING. AS IT DOES. THE
PAST TWELVE YEARS.

WE OPERATE. BY S()ME STANI)ARI)S. A SMALL 0RGANISATIoN. THIS ALLOWS

US TO KEEP THE CONTR()L THAT WE FEEL IS SO NECESSARY.

WE DO NOT ADVERTISE VERY MUCH - PRoGRAMMES OF THE NAIROBI CITY
PLAYERS, BEINC THE EXCEPTION BUT RELY ON PERSONAL RECOMMEN.
DATIONS. WE FIND THIS MUCH MORE SATISFYING.

I- THIS WAY WE CET TO ALL THE BEST PEOPLE!



TOfW HLJMPHHES (Don Alhambra) has sung tenor parts in chorai
J concerts {or over 20 years. His iasi Gihert & Su.llivan role was in
Ruddigore in 1965. As well he has directed musicals in various schools in
the U.K., often composing them himsell. Coming to Kenya in 1982, he has
continued this habit at Braebum School, composing and directing 7he
Pearl Rre! last year and Persep.hore this year - John is another cast
member who has had to juggle rehearsals and performances this past
month.

Mfl?ffi"tffi ,.*:?f:ffi,:5,:%:lX,:?il::15i"",fr J,",1

she was tn lJappy os a SandfuEr, her sixteenth NCP show. She also
appeared in the Music Soclefy's Trial by Jury and 7he Mikodo. Mosl
recentiy she's caused slde-splitting laughter with her roles rn the Phoenix
Players' Dry Rot and Con'l Pqy? Won't Pay!

M}IRY ISTSHANGAXI
(Vittoria)

BRUCE BRAND
(Francesco)

STEPHANIE C1IRTIS
(Fiametta)

JAT{E CATCHPOLE
(Giulia)

DAVID IACIGON
(Antonio)

C}IARI.ES MOORE
(Giorqo)
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The Production Team
Rollo Malcolm-Green
Frances Cattermole
Iris Igonya
Ron West
Terry D'Cru2, Francis M. Njaqi, loe T. Muirwa,
Daniel N. Mungai, Ivor Maynard

Set Design and Decor ...-..-.---.-Benny Goodman
Construchon Manager ivor MaynanC
Set Construction .--..-,.....- ... - Jim Hebrard, Ivor Maynard, ]oe T. Muirwa

Daniel N. Mungai, Francis M. Njaqi, Ron West
Liqhtlnq Design Benny Goodman
Liqhtinq Operators Davld Newman, Jason Mwai
Sound Peter Stra{ond
Cosfume Desigrner Juli Rowson
Cosh:me Seamstesses .-...-...-...-... Judith Eva, Alison Meighan, Jan Chambers

Juli Rowson, lan Simpson
Properties ...........Frances Cattermole, Rajal Shah
Fronlof-House Manager .-..-. Paul Shelton
Assisted by Str:ar"t Hirst, Rollo Macolrn-Green, Jackie Holt
Publicity Bryan Epsom
Programme ...-.- Gillian Marwick
Adverhsing . -.-., Joe Muriithi
Programme Printing Maiestic Printng Works Ltd.
Poster Design ...-.-...--.-... -...,--., Anne Malcoim-Green
Poster Prinhng I-rlu Bharadia
Photographs -... Mahendra Patel of Foto-Unigue

Produclon Chairman
Production Secretary
Assistant to the Director ,...,.--........-,
Stage Manager ..............
Stage Crew

Acknowledgements
- ior boat
- {or paint
- for rehearsal facilities
- {or hats
- Ior secunty

The Nalrobi Gty Players and the Nairobi Music Society wish to acknowledge all those persons and organisations
who wil1ing1y gave their assistance ln many ways after this pnrgramme went to press. We are most grateful for their
cooperation.

Aisthorpe Timber Engineers
Robbialac Paints (K) Ltd.

l,oreio Convent Msongari
Phoenix Players
Simba Security Ltd.



The Nairobi Music SocietY
rltne 'Nairobi Musical Socieiy-' (as rt was *herr rnore Iorna11-v known) began in ihe thirhes with a stttlng

I ;; 
" ;;;;;;il".' 

and an-enthusiastrc and hospitable {ounder. This modest besinnins was the precursor o{

more actve music making, and {or {crV years the Socie-[, has sponsored concerts, chamber recitals, operas, musical

plays and oratonos, often, as ncw, ln successfuil collaboraton -with oiher groups, Today the Socief has an

lntematonal membership ol neariy 3OO (we w'ould like morel), with an equalllr nch vanety o{ musical tastes, ior as

;;-;;;;; $ssible o{ which we hry to cater We regularly put on.operas, oratonos, iun&tme recitals, mustcal

;;;;1";, i t aditio,-,a11li u.,1rut (but n e hope nct {ossilizeci) Messioh even sometimes, wih help irom abn:ad, an

"r-rtir. 
M.,ri. Festval. lV" u.u 

""rr"ntly 
extendlng oui rdnge even rurther to rnake bcth the members and the music

as representative as possrble of this con-iplicated city

This production ol 7he Gondoljers.rs our first collaborafion with Cit]' Players. Both grorrps. have long expenence o{

p;;;h; musical theatre; our talents and expenencer dre ccmplernentary, ond should be iorrnidable in

tombrnahon. We hope everyone'"vili enicy t}-ie resuli

To join the Music SocielY, wnte to:

The Membership SecretarY, PC Box 41799, Nairooi

The Nairobi City Players
Ttrt tgSa lour dedicated theatre pecc-e I--:n::,-r -,: , --r I -r , , -.1 lr, -=.l -:1r: \:-:cll Ciq,'P,aYers The.iounder

I;;;.;;";;r,.i"=.rcra, :::::r. I .--': :,-.. ,r - .: -: 
"'- 

----= -.-le:1.: ',.-rli'r the late Noreen Antrobus and

B- ,: Fr s r:, 'r.h , ::.- ,. , . .

Their nrsl pradr,t..:tt: :r: :..e (:t,--':, 1,.:::-., l:=.'::e :: -u:-'--erber 1956 was Peler Ustinov's The Love of FoLtr

Corcre,ls Stn.ce lh:: :t-. a -i -. jt.- --jt :,r--- i-: v.--e r ,:tci .r luir, -.1 .19 produchons, rncludrng '10 mr'rsicals, mostly at the

K-r,,l\..: l.-:-
The C.onshfution oi Nairobi Ciry players sets do,,vn tirc {o1lowing aims and objects:

ra) Reguiariy to present theaincal prodrrc;Icns of a good dramaic and artisirc siandard b'y utlising and

.oJ.di,1ui,1q rLe best a-railable talent, dlrectors, set desrgners and technical stage asslst'lnts

(b) Towards the 1ulfllment o{ (a) above, to be .rnstntng in i-he cost o1 productron, sublect to the limrt set bv the

Standing Commitlee.
(c) To take a1l necessar",. steps 1o er.io1.Lid.-te the drana and to improve the {acilities avallable ior theatncal

productons.

Since their 1onnaton the City Piayers har,e-- ac,ihereci ngidir; ro tf iese aim,c, ,rnd they look {orrvard to many more years

o{ enterlarnrnq the Keny; in"iir" pubhc both in Nairobi ani or, r,--r.,r. in receni years the group has successlully

torred a number o{ smalier musir:als and rev'-tes'

The group has an open membership cn payment ol an ann,ral subscnption anc those rnterested should apply to the

Membership Secretery, PC. Box 40026, Nairobi

The Kenya National Theake
Manaser LEO PARDO
Box O?ice IAMES MUTHAMA
Master Carpenter HUMPHREY NIOROGE
Electrician -- IASON MWAI

NOTE:
Photography and recording are nct pemrilled dunng ihe performance.

Smo6ng in the Auditon1r-'i-" rr.cnlbited. Rellsh-or,t. ani dnnks may nct be brought into the Auditonurn'

Order io. Jr',r,k. dr-rnng rhe interval can be placed in advance ai the Theatre Bar'
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John Hope
{st in class 8.7.

and
'lstn Ouerall 

.

to finish the 1984 Sufori
With Great Team-work from... PE UG E(oT

SvA ruo-r.r"
Marshalls

Ef.l Marshalls
EGt The Peugeot People

Marshalls (E.A.) Ltd,
Harambee Avenue, P.O. Box 30366 Phone 330061 Nairobi.

Branches at Nairobi o Mombasa o Nakuru o Eldoret o Kericho o Kitale
Kakamega o Nanyuki o Nyeri and Meru.

Who made it.""
Who assembled it...
Who backed it with
Countrywide Seryfce.

SLJB.JECT TO FINAL CONFIRMATION
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