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FIRST NIGHT By SETH ADAGALA

Another opening
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is a riot of fun

THE Nairobi City Players’
December gift ta its aud-
ience is an aptly hilarious
musical variety package of
wit, colourful dances and
a sheer musical “joy of
life” celebration that goes
under the title tfof Another
Ooopppppening, currently
on stage at the National
Theatre.

Benny Goodman and the
company have created an un-

| beatable combination of music,

dance and humour — and the
lively music comes in all
colours, periods and forms.

| From the burlesque of the music

halls (Cocktails For Twa, [ Want
Be Happy) to the blues
(Mainly  Blues — _ Carmen
Bourros. Marlene Docherty

“Lorris Valles) to the beautifully

moody music rendered by
Belinda Boulton and an Aria
(Barber of Serville) is thrown in,
belched against all obstacles by
Carmen Barros as she is stripped
to the bear minimum by Benny
Goodman, the tailor.

Of the humour, much credit
is due to the formidable team of
Bryan Epsom, Phip Swatman,
Vic Francis, Nick Domare, Ken
Latham, Fullie Dixon and Steve
O’Connor who, with the help of
the Company, take a completely
straight scene and turn it with a
twist of wit into a sparkling gem
of laughter.

TV ar Not TV, (the other side
of the news), Sweddish Lessons
(to help the English understand
the bedroom scene), Docior at
Large (keep on taking those pills
till 1 return)., Return of the
Warrior (a father after two years

'Epsom’s

away in the service), Lengihs
and Today. Tomorrow won the
evening for their non-stop
laughter punch-lines. g

The evening was climaxed by
the dance in all colours, fashions
and styles.

Benny Goodman who,
throughout the programme pops
on stage to steal the show with a
solo By Special Reques!, was best
in the duet Brush Up Your
Shakespear with Vic Francis.

The finale was a re-rendering
in full costume, thanks to Mary.
colourful  designs,
songs (nearly 10 in all) from all
the past City Players musicals.
This pie¢e alone was worth the
entrance fee. A perfect ending to
a most enjoyable evening.
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LIGHT-HEARTED SHOW

WITH A DIFFERENCE

THERE's no business like
show business — if only for
the sheer variety of enteriain-
ment thali can transform an
ordinary evening into a mem-
orable occasion.

“Another Opening", the glit-
tering “grand wvariety revue”
al the National Theaire, seems
like another musical success
for ‘the uniiring Nairob{ City
FPlayers,

HILARIOUS

Bul be warned. While al-
most all of the 24 “episodes”
1he programme are good,
ghi-hearted tertainment.

around Britisn polities and
takes familiar swipes at Bri-
lain’s political leaders, and
the humour only appeals io a
limited group with a full un-
derstanding of the whole
issue,

But, 10 be fair, one is also
ironjeally aware why one can-
nol  take such lighthearted
swipes nearer home!

On the whole, *“Anolher
Opening” hits the righl note
1o the festive season. Ii can-
not fail 1{o enlerigin. The
music is mellow and moody,
swilching from soulful “Blues”
to rocking beals to bouncy
Lalin American numbers —

with the occasional iendency
1o be uproariously hilarious,
there are some gags which
one can only deem {o be an
exclusively English  “iribal”
ritualistic manifestation.

The most noticeable example
of this is the otherwise very
good idea of having the (jn-
cidentally, Kenyas 1] r 1
“colour”}) TV ghamick on
stage, Bul the scene revalves

finger-clicking good, that.

The costumes are quite
to rocking beats 1o bouncy
oulslanding  individual per-
formances, bul perhaps 1he

besi 1a about the whole
show hmtie

lasting impression
of team work that is left in
the mind long afler the jok-
h;jz]ss‘lops and the final curtain
falls.

— Mugambi Kardnja

{

AS the present Nairobi City
Players presentation is a
REVIEW, there seems to be
little sense in writing a
review of a REVIEW! So,
assuming that this is not a
review, let us begin with say-
ing that this GRAND Variety
Review has got a variety of
24 scenes, a good number of
which most people, I dare
say, will find thoroughly
entertaining.

By the reaction of the audience

that aitended the opening night,
which was Wednesday last, the
revue was a lot of fun to a lot of
them, There were some fine per-
formances from the more expe-
rienced members of the cast, and
some lovely singing, especially
from Carmen Barros and Mar-
lene Docherty, Perhaps you have
seen advertisements in the daily
Press saying that the girls are
gorgeous. They are! The songs are
lovely too.
Inevitably, some scenes were a
lot better than others. The Tele-
vision News scenes will make
¥ou laugh, especially if you have
or understand the English sense
of humour. The Swedish Les-
son was very cleyver while some
of the mimes like Cocktail For
Two, By Specisl Request
Lengths and Brush up your
Shakespeare’ were excellent fun.
“Rough Juslice” was a flop while
A Desert Island just managed.

But “Braziliana” was spirited
and vibrant, not forgeting '‘Main- 1
1y Blues' w'hm, led by Carmen,
Marlene and Loris, the company
sore in song and dance. 1

1 find that I am getting deeper
and deeper into reviewing this

NSRS aometing's hid

vowed not to do! So, if you are
reading this and if by any chance
you are looking for light enter-
tainment that will make you for-
gel the blues, why don't you book
vour ticket now! You are bound
to pick your kind of fun! Another
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Songs are lovely,
girls are gory
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