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died down, And as the |
uesday, butterflies attack-
ople among the thousands

L r A
wling and dodging tactics of
like a sunburs! for the suburbs
ipation. For this was the gala
* — when the Nairobi City
odingenuity inte giving Nai-
per holiday musical entertain-
makes one want to applaud ang
ap%;m:taﬂd applaud.

ary concerns u dispute
between workers and manage-
ment in the Sleep-Tite Pajama
Factory. The workers, headed
by Prez and Babe, are demand-
ing a 7} cenls an hour wage
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Obyious choice |
musicals has frequently been
‘handled by Edward Scott, and’|
‘he was the obvious choice for
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t tam.up I found there were only

t two that roused any chord in
the memory.

Now, having seen i, 1 find (hat

the zame thing applies. For me,

I am afraid, it was that kind of

show.,

That is not fo say that it is not
enjoyable. There is a lot of fun
and, frolic, a lot of gaicly .a' lot
of colour — for which a.richt
deserved word i

PLAY REVIEW

Enjoyable but not a

of praise  for “the
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great musical

Scanning the song titles of—mﬂllnw-dmirumr. Mary Epsom —
The Pajama Game before cur- AMd a lot o

laughs

But, for me, it is not one of the
freat musicals — no’ tunes running
tormentingly through my -head, no
scenes fo be joyfully savoured in
relrospect.

The Nairobi City Players' cast
has worked hard under the diree-
lion of Robert Young, and he has
put some unmistakably peérsonal
touchies into it — the intrusion of
a- picce of fail-about comedy where
one does not look . for it,jor the
cqually  unexpected  wrily under-

layed joke where sl stick would
been more obvious, and
probably less funny. )

Mr. Young is one of the most
|imaginative producers Nairobi has
|had in the past fow s and it
|is a treal to see one of his producs
tions again.

To him — and 10 some consider-
able extent also to the designer of
the quick-change seltings, Martinico
— eocs credit for a show which is
racy and slick in pace with hardly
a single dead spot.

For those who do not know
the “show it is all aboul an
American factory making pyjamas
— 1 was brought’ up on’ that
spelling and do not apologise for
it — “where a: strike. s brewing
over a claim for an extra 74 cenis
an bour.

i Industrial relations become a
[little confused when the new pro-
\duction superintendent (Tony
(Thidker) falls for the head of the
rade union - grievance commitice
(Petal Erskine) but falls to con..
[vinee boss (Ken Latham) that
‘a little give, as well as take, might
\be in order,

| But everything oaturally works
out to a satisfactory conclusion.

Miss Erskine and Mr. Thakker
carry off their romance ably but
the “evening's honours really 2o o
Ted Scott, as a frustrated time
study man, and Marlene Shaw, as
the "light ' of his life — and the
boss’s secretary.

Mo, Scott ig already well known
a3 & comedian on ‘the National
Theatte stage, but this performance

i . traditional  “ham™
funny-man with a send-up of the
species. Apart from being a little
oo quiet in places, Mr. Scott is
very funny,

‘Miss Shaw plays a bit harder
for laughs but turns in & performs
ance of tremendous vitality and
zusto which makes?it a little hard
to watch ‘anybody else closly
‘when she is on_ stape, ]
~_Also_in pood comedy vein s
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It's Tively, na ughty
-and so good !

WRITING o dramna critique is
nlwgg a more fl_eusanl Lask
whan the produclion iy ques
lion 15 as 3d. as ‘Tuesday
nighl's opening of the
Players' production The Paju-
o Guame. Seldom, cerlainly
n lhe lagt two years, has the
thunderoug ex%reaslun of ap-
proval given the cast by the
audience: been 50 well-deserv-
ed. If Nairobi doesn't make

~ thig show the suyccess slory of

the year, then they don'p de-

SErve (o have (heatres fo go

toipis .
The Pajoma Game is based
On @ nove| by Georga Abbott

| and Richard Bissell and deals

(- when tha

With Lhe problem that arises
new works superin-

lendent,  Sid  Sorokin {Tony

| ‘Walker), whose aim is |6 keep

L. . o ST R —— —

Ihe Sleep Tite Pajama Factory
al peak production, falls In
love with Babe, the blonde
leader of the union's Grievance
Committee.

ROMANCE

Just ag the romance seems
lo I?:!fsei for “full ahead." the
management’s decision o re-
fuge the union's demand for a
7} per cen| wage increase in-
lervenes. Babe and Sid find
themselves on the opposite
side of the fence, w! comy

es
lo & head when Sid finds him-

sell having lo sack Babe.

. There are all kinds of other

love interests and office intri-
gues going on and lwo of the

grealest scenes are the annual

faclory ouling and a visiL to a

ark. romantic night spot cal-

ed Hernando's Hideaway. And

don’t be pul off by the idea
of a faclory and (rade union
theme, it’s the liveliest, naught-

iest factory and union set-up

that I've ever seen:
Grealest

Nairobi stage, wilh her endear-

Ing and excellent performance

as Babe. Superb In, their sup-

laurels of the
evening must go io Petal Ers-
kine, making a returm to the

porting roles were Ted Scold,
Mige Morlimer
singer of lhe lot),
Shaw, Ann Fox ani v
Pherson. B
Good news for regular
theatre-goers, the singlng and
dancing ensemble are he best-
looking, t isical {
liveliest dancers TI've 5een.
gzre !Ir:r.‘eu Oklahoma. The |
dance rtoulines  were
‘enough for international stan-
dard — and whay a surprise
to find such ‘a. new look and
dynamic  choreography. -« for
which Wolfgang Buchner. a
newcomer and only 20 years
old ay that, must be hly
congratulated! &
be §f |

Robert 'Yul.ring. whog. L
remembered for ous Nai-
robi smash-hils Ek_e_ _ Oklaho-
ma, has done it again. He's not § |
only given the City Players a | |
likely _ sucress  hut :

_all-time ress
given this particular critic the
most delightful evening in the
theatre for over lwo years.

The Pajama Game s really
swinging holiday entertainment
for the whole family and 1

guarantee  you'll leave the
~lheatr_g humming. N B
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