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exaggerated an

This ‘Oklahoma’ has a
high-gloss polish

THE strange thing is that it seems only yesterday that,
young actor, I queued in the gathering dawn by the

walls of Drury Lane Theatre to get a ticket for the gallery.

The year was 1947, it was winter, and the s h o W [~

which provoked such incredible enthusiasm was Okla-
homa! That first night was one of the most exciting I can

remember,

Of course, we had heard il
was a most unusuval musical:
and the theatrical fraternily
had first-hand reports from
colleagues who had been 1o
New York describing the bare
apen stage as the curlain rose
—nol even a chorus of garter-
ed Western floozies™—and the
strange, striding dances of
Agnes de Mille's conception.

But the initial impact of
Rodgers and Haommerstein's
Oklahoma! seems always to
have been that rise of the cur-
tain, with Aunt Eller a-setlin’
there, all alone on an open
slage against a prairic back-
ground, @nd then the un-
accompanied  voice offslage
singing “There's a bright gold-
en haze on the meadow . .
coming nearer—and then, on 1o
the stage. with a swelling of
music from the orchestra pit,
comes the hero singing one of
the hit numbers.

What sort of an opening was
this tfor a musical? Where was
the opening chorus and the
line of girls boop-boop-a-doop-
ng? When the show opened
put-of-town in America, critics
predicted a flop.

“No gags, no girls — no
chance”™ they said, But the
originality, ihe incredible vita-
. and the iuneful score of
Richard Rodgers proved the
prophets wrong — by, so far.
tweniy-one years!

Hardly

surprising
LT

is  hardly surprising.
therefore, that lhe show's
arrival in Nairobi — although
1wo decades late — caused con-
siderable speculation and anti-
cipation, The National Theatre
was full to overflowing, the
audience was “dressed lo ihe
pines,” and the atmosphere
was electric.

Iy says a great deal for the
Nairobi Cily Players that so
expectancy
was ool let down.

Robert Young's production of
Oklahoma! is very good indeed,
ang far surpasses such recoid-
breakers as South Pacific and
Annie. It is a compact pro-
duclion, with a disciplined
Zhanis J

o
s corresty ~say
“modern ballel” For dans
.mm-n;mﬂﬂn
ol the produclion’s L

Her work is imaginalive. and,
, remarkably Ln#m!mn
e e belween Curly and

s wis purticularly pood,
d excellently carried oul by
el  McCaw  and Eremy

Hurles

As far as individual perform-

snces were concerned, although

the peneral standard was nign

B T et

I determination of a Macjorle

Main riding a dragon into bati-

tle, what could the poor touzh
guys do but submit?

Superhb as this performance
was, it inclined to overshadow
the story being worked out be-
tween Curly, his girl Laury,
and the nasty Jud Fry.

Alex Ross brings o the narl
of Curly a very fine singing
voice which he knows exactly
how 1o use. But for the hero.
his acting performance — al-
though pleasant and uncom-
plicated — was somelimes a
little apologetic.

Very
sweet

As Laurey, Anne James
looked very sweet and, in the
second half (when her Ameri-
can accent had slackened off a
little) was good.

But she started off by being
incomprehensive  when  she
spoke, and indistinguishable
when she sang; and unfortuna-
tely these drawbacks werc not
improved by a tendency to
move woodenly like a puppet
still manipulated by the aro-
ducer’s hand.

In the sub-plot, Will Parker
and Ado Annie provide a hum-
orous romance which offsets
the tragic shadows looming
over the Curly-Laurey love

affair. Jack Higham made a |

notable impression as Will: he
has a sitrong personality and
his performance was neat and
polished. Pamela Bull made 2
great deal of Annie, but seem-
ed vocally insecure,

As a result, the “point" lines
of her numbers (which Rodgers
invariably sets in a higher re-
gister in order to give tkem
emphasis) seemed lo Bo back
down her throat instead of
coming out with a coan-shout-
ing bamg. A pity, because it
took the edge off an otherwise
well-thought-out performance.

asabright
blackened
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Gloom and foreboding were
well expressed by Bill Godden
as Jud; and the lighter eide
was amusingly cmveyed (if a
it overplayed) Wy Frank Hor-

ley as the hr, Ali Hakim.

of chorus
The work ol the chorus —
i !

a Wllt b
excellent. And, relurning o
the technical side again, Mary
Epsum who had to design wnd
to the muking of clotbhes
for the huge cast did a [rsl-
rate job

The sellings by Meryl Evans
were effective, clean-looking
and evoculive; .and an the
orchestral  side, Reg Manus
wiclded @ nifty  baton, ol
. which the players ovcasionally

jthece was 8 certain ImAJ!-a_lian:Lf" {ook soine notice

‘Striding, roaring, ing-a

F_s‘ﬂwli“‘and ceuel‘"‘aﬂy comple- Oklahoma! has been another
ll':\i}' doginating the whole pro- landmark in Nairobi's theatri-
lteedings was Dorothy Paticace cul life. And with jts abuo-
fms Aunt Eller. dance of high spirits has
¥ brought palely and tunefulness
N ghe bore down an 1o the Notional Theatre at @

—
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