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“Irma”’

ERE at last — the Nairobi

City Players’ production of
“Irma La Douce”, complete with
Orchestra under the direction of
Eric Royston Prince, with musi-
cians from the Staffordshire Regi-
ment, playing by kind permission
of Colonel Stuckey, the Comman-
ding Officer. Mr. Robert Beau-
mont unfortunately was taken ill
before his work as Producer was
completed, and this task was.
taken over by Mr. Robert Young
who was of course, to 'be seen
on the first night wita his wife
Petal who looked very attractive
in gold lame and furs.
Thoroughly enjoying this open-
ing night were the deputy-
Governor Sir Eric Griffiths-Jones
accompanied by his charming
wife and elder son.

Mrs. Ellen Dorman, just back
from her Continental visit, locked
lovely in a gorgeous white satin
gown; and making his last visit
to the National Theatre, was Mr.
Joe Clement who will join his
wife Joyce in Engand shortly —
theatre-going on this final occa-
sion with Mr. and Mrs. McNeil,
Connie McNeil wearing white and
silver. [T SR
~ The .Chairman -of the  Theatre
Group, Mr. Tony Buzza — his wife
Mary ahead on holiday in Britain
— was noted in the foyer talking
to the Musical Director, and
Sq/Ldr. Gerry Stoneham. Well
represented was the Judiciary —
Mr. and Mrs. Justice Mayers were
present; also Mr. and Mrs. Justice
Rudd with their daughter Miss
Oriole Rudd and their son Master
Richard Rudd; and also Mr. and
Mrs. N. W. Jackson — Mrs. Jack-
son Magistrate of the Juvenile
Court, a post she is occupying
during the vacation of Mrs. Barry
Riseborough. '

Mrs, Peter Pearce of courseé was
there — Peter himself in the Show
—and rgaturally Mrys. Brian Epsom
was amongst those in the audience
— not only was Brian one of the

Cast but she also designed the

(Continued from Page 21)

costumes. Mr. and Mrs. Geoft
Pennington were seen, the petite
Monica in silver-white; Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Ballard brought their
daughter Felicity who was cele-
brating her birthday — Mrs. Bal-
lard wearing an exotic theatre-
twopiece. ;
Also noted were Mr, and Mrs.
Collier-Wright — Pauline ner
usual smart, slim self in gold bro-
cade — they appeared to be
partying with Mr. and Mrs. Ken
Fyfe. Mr. and Mrs. Ron Garside
were seen; also Mr. and Mrs. Mac-
donald the latter wearing blue;
Mr. and Mrs. P. Heim; and Mr.
and Mr3, Peter Marrian — Suzy
Marrian in delightful green chif-
fon. Sbhish Trzebinski being the
Jeading man, it was not surprising
to see his wife Errol there, wear-
ing a handsome sequinned black -
coat, and Yvonne Helliwell who
used to take part in so many
Shows. was there with her most
attractive daughter Rosemary.
Seen too were Mr. and Mrs. J.
Lockhart; Mr. and Mrs. A. H.
Cooper with Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Coe; Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Grace —
the latter wearing a beautiful
gown of grey lace. Mr. and Mrs.

Robin Higgin were also seen —

and Mr. and Mrys. Reg Potter
brought their two young daugh-
ters who have just arrived out
for vacation. - :
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THEATRE — By_Margaret Morgan

ET'S make it obvious at
this point; Nairobi City
Players’ presentation of Irma
-la Douce is very good enter-
tainment and it deserves to
pack the National Theatre
throughout its run.

It floods the stage with sharp
humour; it has remarkably
crisp  performances from
Peter Pearce and Jan Law-
rence; Robert Young's pro-
duction is brisk and includes
a few most imaginative
effects; Eric Royston Prince’s
music men get a Gallie touch
from the score; and the light-
ing is superbly professional.

But — and it's a BIG BUT —
Anne James isn't my (or
Elizabeth Seal's or Heather
Lloyd-Jones') idea of Irma.

Mr. Young

What's more

®ANNE JAMES
. . . She must be
more sexy.

She’s a Parisian prostitute
and the London and Johan-
nesburg . producers saw her
as a lusty, tavern-type wench
who fairly Dbellowed her
songs. Miss James' interpre-
tation® has Irma as a dewy-
eyed, sweet-voiced Alice.
and/or Robert
Beaumont, who was in
charge of production before
falling ill, seemed to have
realised this, for the song
Dis-Done, usually Irma’s
floor-thumping show-stopper
with several reprises, has
been limited to a single
weakish airing.

this Irma hardly
deserves the queue of men
outside her boudoir; she
might as well have done
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GIVE US MORE
OOMPH
PLEASE,

IRMA!

without the slit in her skir‘t.
. . . Oh, let's be frank, shes
_not sexy enough.

its real strength is in the
characters secondary to Irma
and Sbish Trzebinski's Nest-
or. There's' Peter Pearce as
the bar proprietor-cum=racon-
teur — a shrewd, studied per-
formance which holds the
play together. There are the
four ponces — Bryan Epsoin.
lan Lawrence, John Lando
and Clive Mulley — whOaE[‘
verve and vitality caught
everything the script deman
ed

There’s Peter Walker's polw:
inspector with his own ints
pretation of the law 10 o
amoral backstreets of
Pigalle.

What about
I'm nOtdSL&% 2

ye el
ggrsrfgnt with some po.“’tel:g“;.
meaningful singing; at o'ed g
he fumbled as he m[enia
fathom the sex-schizophreli
of his dual role @ s
Jaw-student lover and )
older, businessman Jover.

i
ut these are compar o
2 the very highest standard

Trzebinski®



